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AROUND THE RING WITH THEO TRAM

by Iris Grebenz / Pearl Nitsche

	Lisa and George are sister and brother.

They are standing on 

RAAB SQUARE

in the first district of Vienna. That is where the Franz-Josefs-Kai and the Stubenring cross. It is a very busy square. Many colorful cars are zooming past. A lot of people are walking on the sidewalks and it is very loud.

They feel a bit lost and confused.

Today they have an important job to do.

Their teacher, Miss Curiosity, asked them to investigate 

the different parts of the Ring Street.


	RAABPLATZ

district
Platz
Gehsteige
verwirrt
Neugierde; untersuchen

	Lisa
	George!

Did you bring the map?


	Stadtplan

	George opens his backpack, takes out the map and shows it to her.


	

	George:
	(demanding)
And you? Did you bring the tickets?

We need them to take the

RING TRAMWAY.


	auffordernd
Fahrkarten
RINGWAGEN

	Lisa reaches into her pocket and looks for her tickets while walking. She isn't watching where she's going!

Ooooops ! An accident !

Lisa has walked into a signpost !

And now she has a big bump on her forehead !

She is soooooooooo dizzy and sits down on the sidewalk.

Suddenly she hears a voice.


	hineinreichen
beobachten
Unfall
Straßenschildstange
Beule; Stirn
schwindlig
plötzlich; Stimme

	Theo Tram:
	(concerned)

What happened? 

Are you hurt?


	besorgt
Was ist passiert?

verletzt

	Lisa is confused. Who is speaking?

She looks around but the only person she can see is her brother, George, who is holding her hand and looking at her with big, frightened eyes.


	ängstlichen

	Theo Tram:
	(calling out)

Hallo! Hallo!

Look this way!

Here I am!


	

	Lisa looks in the direction of the pleasant voice.

Who can it be??? It must be the friendly, grinning, colorful streetcar that is standing in front of her !!! 

 
	

	Lisa:
	(surprised)

That streetcar over there!

It is talking, George! Can you hear it?


	

	Georg:
	(amazed)

A streetcar?!?! That can speak?!?!


	erstaunt

YOU CAN RIDE AROUND 

	Theo Tram:
	Of course, I can speak!

May I introduce myself?

My name is Theo Tram.


	THE RING ON 

THE 1 OR THE 2 TRAM
Darf ich mich vorstellen?

	Lisa:
	(fascinated)

Super! A talking Bim!

Where are you going to?


	

	Theo Tram:


	Get in and I’ll show you.


	Steigt ein

	They hesitate for a moment. But they are very curious. 

They get into the tram and Theo Tram starts to move.


	zögern; neugierig

	Theo Tram:
	Welcome aboard, dear passengers!

We will now take a tram trip around the

RING STREET !


	RINGSTRASSE

	George:
	(whispering to Lisa)

He really CAN talk.

I’m curious what he has to say.


	flüsternd

	Theo Tram:
	I won’t disappoint you.

I have a lot of interesting things to tell you about the

RING

which is what the people of Vienna call the Ring Street. The ring is divided into many

RING SECTIONS.

There are a total of 10 sections.

Each section has a different name.

The section we are on at the moment is the

STUBENRING.


	enttäuschen
RING

RINGABSCHNITTE

STUBENRING

	Lisa:
	Stubenring? What a strange name.


	eigenartiger

	Theo Tram:
	Yes, it does sound strange, doesn’t it?

In the old days –about 150 years ago—

apartments didn’t have bathrooms.

People could only wash at home in a wash basin.

So when they wanted to get REALLY clean,

they would go to a public washroom or Badestube.


	Waschschüssel
öffentlich

	George:
	Is this the area where they took a bath?


	

	Theo Tram:
	Yes, the "bath rooms" or "Badestuben" were here.

And that’s why this section of the ring

is called Stubenring.


	

	Lisa.
	Theo Tram, what’s the name of 

the beautiful park on the left?


	

	Theo Tram:
	You’re very observant, Lisa!

That is the

CITY PARK 

because now we are on the Ring section called:

PARKRING.

Let me tell you about it.


	aufmerksam
STADTPARK

PARKRING

	George:
	Please tell us! 

I like learning history!


	

	Theo Tram:
	Yes, of course!

It's fun talking to children who are interested!

So, listen closely.

Like I said, it all started about 150 years ago.

To be exact it was in the year

1857.

The emperor of Austria was

EMPEROR FRANZ JOSEF.

That was the emperor who was married to Sissi.

While he was emperor, Vienna grew and grew.

In the beginning, the city of Vienna was only

where the 

THE FIRST DISTRICT,

that is THE INNER CITY

is today. There was a wall around the city to protect it. But soon there were so many people in Vienna,

that many families settled outside the city walls 

in villages like 

OTTAKRING,

JOSEFSTADT,

MARIAHILF, etc.

Franz Josef decided that Vienna didn’t need 

a wall anymore and he had the walls torn down.

On the exact place where the wall had stood,

an elegant street, the Ring Street, was built.


	um genau zu sein
Kaiser
KAISER FRANZ JOSEF

verheiratet mit
wuchs
DER ERSTE BEZIRK

DIE INNENSTADT

Mauer; schützen
siedelten
entschied
lies  die Mauer niederreißen
An genau der Stelle
wurde gebaut


	Lisa:
	That must have been a long and hard job!


	

	Theo Tram:
	(agreeing)

That’s right.

The street with its

MAIN STREET,

BOULEVARDS

SIDE STREETS and

SIDEWALKS

was officially opened on

May 1st, 1865.


	zustimmend
HAUPTFAHRBAHN

ALLEN

NEBENFAHRBAHNEN

GEHSTEIGEN

	George:
	(interrupts impatiently)

How wide is the Ring Street?


	unterbricht ungeduldig

	Theo Tram:
	It is 57 meters wide!

And –not including the Franz-Josefs-Kai—

4 kilometers long!


	

	Lisa:
	(impatiently)

Theo Tram, I have another question.

Were all of the buildings finished

for the opening on May 1st, 1865?


	ungeduldig

	Theo Tram:
	Good question, Lisa! 

No, it took 60 years to finish construction

of the elegant buildings on the Ring.

Franz Josef wanted magnificent buildings

so he employed famous architects to build them.

Be patient, Lisa. You will see them soon.


	prunkvolle
beschäftigte
Sei geduldig

	George:
	I just saw a street sign. It said

SCHUBERTRING.

Was it named after the famous composer
FRANZ SCHUBERT ?


	Straßenschild
SCHUBERTRING

Komponist


	Theo Tram:
	Congratulations, George!

You get 1,000 points!!

And now we’re on the 

KÄRNTNERRING.

This is where the

CARINTHIAN GATE  

and the 

CARINTHIAN BASTION 
used to be.


	KÄRNTNERRING

KÄRNTNERTOR

KÄRNTNERBASTEI

	George & Lisa:
	And the

CARINTHIAN STREET !!

We talked about that street in school!!


	KÄRNTNERSTRASSE

	Lisa:
	What is a bastion?


	Bastei

	Theo Tram:
	That is a name for part of a city wall.

A bastion means a terrace 

high up on the outside of the wall.

The soldiers guarded the city from up there.

And later the bastions were very popular 

with the Viennese. They went for walks on them.

(He starts to sing)

OPERNRING! OPERNRING!

If you love music, this is the place to be!

Look! That magnificent building is the

VIENNA STATE OPERA

Operas are musical stories.

There are also operas for children,

for example “Die Zauberflöte”.


	bewachten
OPERNRING

WIENER STAATSOPER

	George:
	Look! There’s the Hofburg!

Is that why this section is called

BURGRING ?


	BURGRING

	Theo Tram:
	(shaking his head in agreement)

Hofburg and Burgring. They go together.

The name comes from the 

BURG BASTION 

In English a "Burg" is called a fort.


	BURGBASTEI

	Lisa:
	Look! The street sign says

DOKTOR-KARL-RENNER-RING.

Who was Dr. Karl Renner?


	DOKTOR-KARL-RENNER-RING

	Theo Tram:
	He was a famous politician.

After World War II he became

the first Austrian President

of the Second Republic.

What does the next sign say, George?


	Politiker
2. Weltkrieg

	George:
	It says

DOKTOR-KARL-LUEGER-RING


	DOKTOR-KARL-LUEGER-RING

	Theo Tram:
	He was the mayor of Vienna.

That was quite a while ago.

In the years 1897 to 1910.


	Bürgermeister

	Theo Tram:
	(looking at his watch)

What a shame!

Our trip is just about finished.

Now we are on the

SCHOTTENRING.

That's were the parts of the wall

SCHOTTEN GATE 

and SCHOTTEN BASTION

used to be. 

Some Scottish monks built a cloister there.

There is still a school in that building today.


	Armbanduhr
Wie schade!
SCHOTTENRING

SCHOTTENTOR

SCHOTTENBASTEI

Mönche; Kloster

	George & Lisa:
	(with sad faces)

Is the trip really finished?

That's a shame.

Can we please see more?


	Gesichtern

	Theo Tram:
	(flattered)

You're such nice children.

It's hard for me to say "No"!

Well, ok, I'll take you back to where we started.

Then the Ring Street is REALLY a ring!

At the moment you're riding along the

FRANZ-JOSEFS-QUAY.

It is next to the 

DANUBE CANAL

and ends at 

RAAB SQUARE

which is where we started our trip!

I'm glad you enjoyed our adventure.

And I hope we'll see each other again.


	geschmeichelt
FRANZ-JOSEFS-KAI

DONAUKANAL

RAABPLATZ

	Lisa:
	Goodbye. And thank you, Theo Tram.

It was a lovely afternoon.


	

	George:
	You are a very unique streetcar. 

I had a wonderful time. 

See you soon, Theo Tram!


	einzigartig

	George and Lisa get off the streetcar and sit down on a park bench. They're still amazed and simply can't believe that they have spent the afternoon talking to a tramcar. 

Lisa reaches up and touches the bump on her forehead. She looks at George in surprise. His face is very concerned and he is holding her hand.


	Bank
berührt
besorgt


	George:
	Do you feel better now, Lisa?

You're a  bit pale and quiet.

Do you still want to take the tram around the Ring?


	blass

	Lisa:
	Yes! Any day! With Theo Tram!


	jederzeit

	George is totally confused and shakes his head.


	verwirrt


PASSIVE CONCERT

	150 years ago …

To be exact, in the year 1857 ..

the construction of the Ring Street began.

At this time the Austrian emperor was Franz Josef.

During his reign the city grew and grew.

Many people settled outside the city walls.

Franz Josef wanted the villages outside of Vienna and the inner city to become one big city.

So he had the walls taken down.

In place of the walls, a magnificent street was built.

The name of this street is the Ring Street.

It is 57 meters wide.

And --without the Franz-Josefs-Quay-- it is 4 kilometer long.

There are 10 sections in the Ring Street.

Each section has a name.

The first section is called STUBENRING.

The second section is PARKRING. It is next to the CITY PARK and in it you can find the statues of JOHANN STRAUSS and FRANZ SCHUBERT.

The third section is named after the composer Franz Schubert. It is called SCHUBERTRING.

The fourth section is called KÄRNTNERRING.

The fifth is OPERNRING. The Vienna City Opera is there.


	The sixth is  the BURGRING. It is next to the BURGGARTEN and the statue of MOZART. The ART MUSEUM and the NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM are there too. Between the two "twin" museums is the statue of MARIA THERESIA. Across the street is the Hofburg with statues of PRINCE EUGEN and ERZHERZOG KARL.

The seventh section is the DR. KARL-RENNER-RING. Next to it is the VOLKSGARTEN and the PARLIAMENT.

The eighth section is DR: KARL-LUEGER-RING. Here you can find the TOWN HALL (Rathaus) and the RATHAUS PARK. On the other side of the street is the BURGTHEATER. The UNIVERSITY is also close by.

The ninth section is SCHOTTENRING. Here you can see the STOCKMARKET (BÖRSE) and the RING TOWER.

The tenth section is called FRANZ-JOSEFS-QUAY. It connects the SCHOTTENRING and the STUBENRING.


