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It’s getting warmer . . .

“It’s getting warmer on your planet!” said ET and took off his space helmet. Prof. Green was more than surprised when he suddenly discovered that an unusual creature had materialized on his desk. He thought he was suffering from hallucinations . . . But – sure as hell – there it was sitting right on his desk! 
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	Hi Prof. Green!

And who are you? If I may ask?

I’m a curious extraterrestrial 

and I have always been in love with 

your wonderful blue planet.

Me too! I love planet Earth 

but it won’t be blue for much longer. 

I also feel some changes going on. 

On my monitor I have noticed 

a slight increase in temperature – 

2 degrees, to be precise! 

And now I even seem to feel it.

(he says wiping the sweat off his forehead)

This is due to global warming!

Global warming? But why is your planet warming up?

This is a result of an increase in CO2 

in the atmosphere. 

It will double in the next fifty years!

But how does CO2 enter the atmosphere of your planet in the first place?

Well, when living creatures breathe out and when things are burned, 

CO2 enters the atmosphere.

But why is this so bad? 

There have always been living creatures on your planet!

But the balance of nature 

has been disturbed 

by power stations, factories and cars. 

They are burning more and more 

fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas.

But your magnificient trees and plants have always converted CO2 

back into oxygen. 

Have they gone on strike?

They have no unions and that’s why they have no protection. 

The destruction of forests means 

that there are fewer trees to convert the CO2 into oxygen. 

So the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere is increasing all the time.

But what is the connection 

between this high amount of CO2 

and the increase in temperature?

You really want to know it all! 

You are just like my students

We call it the Greenhouse Effect!

But I thought greenhouses are 

for growing tomatoes!

Well, actually the CO2 acts rather like the glass of a greenhouse. 

It allows sunshine and heat to pass in but not out again! 

Consequently, the temperature rises. 

Actually that’s quite wonderful, isn’t it? 

But listen! 

This is not the only thing. 

As the temperature rises, 

the amount of water vapour in the air will also increase 

and this too adds to an increase in the temperature of our atmosphere! 

Sounds brilliant! 

No more cold winters in Istanbul!

But the oceans too will become warmer and store more heat 

and this will increase 

the warming effect even more!

I don’t know 

what you are complaining about. 

You can go swimming in January. 

Doesn’t everybody just want that?

Well, I have to admit 

that some areas in Northern Europe might actually benefit from 

a rise in temperature. 

The extra warmth may be welcome – 

but there is also likely to be 

increased rainfall.

But why are you so worried 

about a little bit of extra rain?

Because many areas will suffer! 

The Mediterranean region, for example, will be much drier and hotter than today. The polar icecaps 

have already started to melt 

and the level of the sea 

is constantly rising. 

So what’s going to happen?

By 2050 the sea level 

will have risen by ½ to 1 ½ metres! 

Today millions of people 

live less than one metre above sea level! 

I don’t want to imagine 

what this will mean for all of us! 

But that’s terrible news! 

What are you going to do to stop this?

If only I knew. 

I have analysed the causes 

and the results of the problem, 

but how we can stop it from happening 

I don’t know.

I really want to help you 

because I love the blue planet Earth. 

I’ll talk to the experts on my planet. 

I’m sure they will have some ideas 

how to save your planet!

And you will return, won’t you?

I have never left a friend alone.
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	Prof Green looks again at his new extraterrestrial friend 

who is putting his space helmet back on and then is gone with a swish! 


	


