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CHAPTER 3

THE BUILDINGS ON THE RING STREET
or

A TRULY UNUSUAL DREAM

Susanne Bauer / Pearl Nitsche

	It was an exciting day for Lisa and George. 

They saw many things on the Ring Street. 

Now they are lying in bed. They have happy smiles on their faces. 

Their eyes fall shut and they are very close to sleep.

But what is that? A face at the window?

Who can it be? Is that possible?!?

It’s Emperor Franz Josef!

He is sitting on the window sill, stroking his moustache

and watching the sleeping children.


	liegen; Lächeln

nahe

Gesicht

Fensterbrett

	Emperor 

Franz Josef:
	Look at those two sleepy heads!

They are sound asleep in their beds.

But there are still so many things to see!

Do you think … ? Maybe …

… maybe I can slip into their dreams?!?

Hello, George!

Hello, Lisa!

Can you hear me?


	Schlafmützen

im tiefen Schlaf

hineinrütschen

	George:
	(rubbing his eyes)

What’s the matter?

Who is talking to me?

Am I dreaming? 

Is it you Lisa?


	reibend

Was ist los?

	Emperor 

Franz Josef:
	No, my dear child. It is me!

Your emperor – Franz Josef!

Today you visited the 

RING STREET

with Theo Tram. 

And now I would like to return there

to give you and Lisa a closer look 

at some of the magnificent buildings there.

Remember:

it was MY idea to build this elegant street

and I am very proud of it!


	Kaiser

prächtig
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	George rubs his eyes in surprise.

Lisa sits up slowly in her bed.


	

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	Come on, children!

Give me your hands!

Let’s go!


	

	The children are still groggy and they hold out their hands sleepily to the Emperor.

Oh, my !!!!

What is happening?!?!

All three of them float gently out the open window into the cool evening air.


	verschlafen

Was passiert?

gleiten sanft

	Lisa:
	(excited)

Your Majesty! Your Majesty! …


	

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	You can call me Franzl.

That’s what my mother called me

when I was a little boy.

Look! We’re almost there!

If you look down, you can see the

FRANZ JOSEPH’S QUAY.

It was named after me. This street section

connects the two ends of the Ring Street.


	Wir sind fast da!

FRANZ JOSEPHS KAI

	The children and the emperor land gently on the top of 

a high building.


	oben auf

Dach

	Emperor Franz Josef:

George:
	We are on the roof of the

RING TOWER.

It is the tallest building on the Ring Street.

Look at the columns on the roof.

You can read the weather report here.

When I was alive the Ring Tower wasn’t here.

It was built many years later.

What a fantastic view!

Look at that beautiful house

built of red bricks.


	Säulen; Wetterbericht

RINGTURM
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Ausblick

Ziegelsteine



	Emperor Franz Josef:
	That is the

STOCK EXCHANGE.

People deal there with stocks and bonds.

The building is built in the Italian style.

Let’s climb down to the street and 

take a closer look at this beautiful building.


	Aktien; Anleihen

klettern

BÖRSE
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	As soon as the children’s feet touch the ground, they start exploring along the Ring Street.


	Sobald; berühren

	Lisa:
	(excited)

Franzl, there’s another interesting building.

Let’s go and look at it.


	

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	(laughing)

Why should we walk if we can fly!!


	lachend

	They spread their arms like birds and fly effortlessly along the Ring Street.


	ausbreiten; ohne Anstrengung

	Emperor Franz Josef:

George:
	And now we’re standing in the courtyard
of the 

UNIVERSITY.

Young people study all kinds of sciences here.

Cool!

I want to become a doctor.

This is where I will study medicine.


	Hof

UNIVERSITÄT

Wissenschaften
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	George finishes telling them about his future plans and then they quickly fly on to the next building. This time they land in a lovely green park, which is in front of a tall building.


	vor

	Lisa:
	I know where we are.

We’re in the 

CITY HALL PARK.

And in front of us we can see the

CITY HALL.


	RATHAUSPARK

RATHAUS

	George:
	Yes! And the

CITY HALL MAN
is standing on top of the steeple.


	RATHAUSMANN

Turm

	Emperor Franz Josef:

George & Lisa:
	Oh, yes! My dear old friend!

Would you like to visit him?

Oh, yes, Franzl !

Can we, please ?!?!?
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	They fly higher and higher. Until they are circling around 

the man who stands on top of the City Hall!


	

	City Hall Man:
	Hallo, Franzl!!

It’s nice to see you again.

And you brought company!

How wonderful!

Sometimes it gets really lonely up here!

Some days I only get to speak to the pigeons.


	Besuch

einsam

Tauben



	George:
	You’re so big !!

And your lance must be really heavy too!


	Lanze

	City Hall Man:
	Yes, I’m quite tall.

3 m 40 cm !!!!

And my lance is 2 meters higher than I am.

It’s my job to guard the City Hall 

The mayor –he’s the boss of Vienna—

works together with his city councillors here.

By the way, do you know the name

of that building  across the street? 


	bewachen

Bürgermeister

Gemeinderäte

Nebebei

	George and Lisa look at the building. They are puzzled.


	verwirrt

	Emperor Franz Josef:


	Dear children!

Surely you have heard of the

BURG THEATER ?

It is one of the oldest German theaters.

I’m very proud of this building.

Some very famous actors have performed here.

So, my dear friend, Mr. Town Hall Man,

we must leave you now. There is a lot to see

and the night is short.


	BURGTHEATER
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stolz

Schauspieler

	The children and Franz Josef say goodbye and fly away.

Their next stop is in front of a building that looks 

very much like a Greek temple.


	

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	This is a very important building for our country. 

It is called the

PARLIAMENT.

This is where the laws for Austria are made.

The statue in front of the Parliament is

PALLAS-ATHENE.

She is the Greek goddess of wisdom
and she watches over the decisions
which are made in Parliament.


	PARLAMENT
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PALLAS-ATHENE

Weisheitsgöttin

Entscheidungen

	Lisa:

Emperor Franz Josef:

George:
	Par – lia – ment.

What a funny sounding name !

Because it is funny, I will remember it!

It’s not far to the twin museums.

Let’s walk!

(amazed)

Look!  The museum on the left looks 

exactly like the museum on the right.

They look like twins!!


	klingender
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	Emperor Franz Josef:
	The building on the left is the 

ART HISTORY MUSEUM

There are many valuable paintings and

art objects there. The building on the right is the

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM.

You can learn about plants and animals there.

And now I will show you 

the oldest building on the Ring Street.


	KUNSTHISTORISCHES & 

NATURHISTORISCHES MUSEUM
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	They walk through a big arch and see in front of them many old and elegant buildings. It is the

HOFBURG PALACE.


	Bogen

HOFBURG

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	There used to be a fort here.

It had towers and a drawbridge.

It was rebuilt several times.

Our head of state, 

the President of Austria, works here. 

In the Hofburg you can also find

the CHAMBER of the CROWN JEWELS
the NATIONAL LIBRARY and

the LIPPIZANER HORSES.

What a shame that it is so late.

We must fly on now.


	Burg

Zugbrücke

neugebaut

Staatsoberhaupt

SCHATZKAMMER

NATIONALBIBLIOTHEK

LIPPIZANERR

Wie schade

	A little bit later they land in front of a big building with lots of arched windows.


	gebogene

	Lisa:
	I’ve been here before!

Grandma and I saw an operetta here!

It was wonderful!


	

	Emperor Franz Josef:
	That’s the

VIENNESE STATE OPERA.

130 years ago when the Ring Street was opened,

the opera was opened too. With a Mozart opera.


	WIENER STAATSOPER 

Sonnenaufgang

	Suddenly George notice that dawn is breaking.

The black sky is getting lighter and lighter.


	

	George:

Emperor Franz Josef:
	Soon the sun will rise!

We’ve been flying around the inner city

the whole night and we haven’t even shut 

our eyes yet!

That's right, children.

It's time to go home now.
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	The three of them fly once more around the Ring and before they know it, they are home again in their warm beds. George and Lisa close their eyes and soon they are sound asleep.

The next morning they wake up feeling refreshed and relaxed. 

Did their adventure with Franz Josef really happen?

Or was that all a dream ….?


	schlafen tief

aufwachen; erfrischt; entspannt
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