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COME FLY WITH ME !

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW WITH GRANNY

 OF THE PARKS AND STATUES ON THE VIENNA RING

Barbara Eisenhut / Pearl Nitsche
	WHO?

George and Lisa. They are brother and sister.

WHERE?

Once again George and Lisa are sitting on a park bench 

on Raab Square.

WHEN?

One sunny afternoon.

WHY?

They are waiting for their Grandma. 

They want to take a walk with her on the Ring Street.

They learned a lot about the Ring Street, its sections 

and its buildings from Theo Tram and from their teacher, 

Miss Curiosity. Today they are going to look at 

the parks and statues along the Ring Street.


	Parkbank

Platz

Teile

	Lisa:
	I wonder where Granny is?

I'm really looking forward to our walk.


	ich freue mich auf

	George:
	Don't worry. You know Granny.

Sometimes she comes late.

I'm sure, she'll be here soon.


	Mach dir keine Sorgen

	They wait and wait. 

It is a sunny and warm day. They are a bit tired.

They fall asleep on the park bench.

The next thing they hear is the voice of their Granny.


	müde

	George:
	Hello, Granny!

I'm glad that you're here.


	

	Lisa:
	Hello, Granny!

Can we go now?

I'm so curious!


	

	Granny:
	Of course, children.

I've planned a special surprise for you!


	

	Granny takes the children's hands 

-- and slowly they begin to fly high up into the air!


	

	George &

Lisa:
	(amazed)

Wonderful ! Fantastic !

We're flying!

How did you do that, Granny?


	erstaunt

	Granny:
	(mysteriously)

That's my little secret !

Just enjoy it.

Where shall we go first?


	

	Lisa:
	Can you fly with us to the

                    CITY PARK ?

I would really like to see the

       JOHANN STRAUSS STATUE.
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CITY PARK / STADTPARK

	Granny:
	Of course, my dear.

We have to be careful though

that we don't land in the 

                     WIENFLUSS !

That's the small river that

divides the City Park into two parts.

	

	George:
	(He is still sleepy - and a little bit cranky)

I'm thirsty!

When we get there, Granny,

could we please have something to drink 

in the

                 KURSALON ?


	grantig

	Granny:
	That's a good idea, George.

And then I'll show you two statues 

and a very special fountain.


	           JOHANN STRAUSS
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Brunnen

	Granny orders coffee and the children eat ice cream. 

While they are enjoying their break, Granny tells

the children that the City Park is the oldest and 

the biggest park in the inner city.

The break did them good and they continue their trip

-- walking this time.


	

	Granny:
	There are two statues in the City Park,

Lisa, which you will find especially interesting.

We're standing in front of one of them.

Children, may I introduce you to

                   JOHANN STRAUSS.


	

	Johann 

Strauss:
	Good day!

I am at your service.

 
	Ich stehe Ihnen zur 

Verfügung

	George &

Lisa:
	(surprised)

Does he mean US ?!?!

You can fly!

He can speak!

Are we dreaming ?!?!


	

	Granny:
	I told you this was a special day.

Do you have any questions for Mr. Strauss?


	

	Johann 

Strauss:
	Yes! What can I do for you?


	

	Lisa:
	Mr. Strauss, you are so golden.

You must be very valuable.


	wertvoll

	Johann 

Straus:
	That could be.

In any case, I am very famous.

I am the 

             COMPOSER

of Austria's secret national anthem,

the 

                DANUBE WALTZ.

On New Year's Eve --just after the 

                    PUMMERIN 

finishes ringing, you can hear my waltz 

being played throughout the world.


	In jedem Fall

Nationalhymnee

	George:
	Is it true that you also composed 

the operetta

          DIE FLEDERMAUS ?


	

	Johann 

Strauss:
	(very pleased and proud)

Oh, what a lovely boy!

You know my operetta!

Do you like my waltzes?

They are brilliant, aren't they?

I am known throughout the world

as the King of Waltz


	

	Lisa:
	(whispering to her Granny)

I'm so happy we could meet

such a famous Austrian composer!


	flüsternd

	Granny:
	Yes, Lisa. And now we must be on our way.

Thank you very much, Mr. Strauss.


	wir müssen weitergehen

	They all thank Johann Strauss and say goodbye.


	

	Granny:
	Come, children.

Let's walk over to the

         FRANZ SCHUBERT STATUE.

[image: image3.png]



	              FRANZ SCHUBERT

	George:
	Look! There he is!


	

	Schubert:
	How nice of you to visit me!

I thought all the children had forgotten me!


	

	Granny:
	Hello, Mr. Schubert.

You're wrong.

My granddaughter, Lisa,

is very interested in music.

She especially likes songs.


	

	Schubert:
	I'm happy to hear that!


	

	George:
	You wrote so many songs.

How did you think of them all?


	

	Schubert:
	That's a good question, George.

There were many poems I liked and

I simply put the poems to music.


	Gedichte

einfach

	Granny:
	The song I like the most is

           "DIE FORELLE".

(thinking aloud)

Forelle …  that's "trout" in English ...

that reminds me of water …

and when I think of water 

it reminds me of the fountain

I want to show you!

Let's say goodbye to Mr. Schubert

and move on to the 

       DANUBE WOMEN FOUNTAIN


	das erinnert mich an

        DONAUWEIBCHENBRUNNEN

	Everyone:
	Goodbye!!


	

	Granny:
	(talking to George and Lisa as they walk)

This is a very special fountain.

Hans Gasser designed it the same year

the Ring Street was opened,

              IN 1865.

This statue was the first one in the

City Park with figures of people in it.

These are statues of women in a famous

              SAGA.

Saga means a long heroic story.


	heroische

	They look at the statue. George and Lisa put their hands

in the water. It is so refreshing on a warm summer day!

Then they all hold hands and begin to fly again.

They look down and greet the statues of the famous poets

                GOETHE and SCHILLER,

Goethe and Schiller wave back at them with a smile!

And then they land gently on the green grass of the

                      BURGGARTEN.


	begrüßen

winken

sanft

	George:
	Granny, is this called the Burggarten

because it is next to the Hofburg Palace?


	

	Granny:
	Yes, George.
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In the old days -- during the

        MONARCHY --

this was the imperial family's

private garden.

It was opened to the public

after the First World War.

A few years ago the

Walt Disney film

"The Three Musketeers"

was filmed here.


	

	George:
	Look at that strange house back there!


	

	Granny:
	That is the

            PALM HOUSE.

It's a special house made of glass

for growing plants. A greenhouse.

There is a second palm house

in Schönbrunn.


	Glashaus

	Lisa:
	And a composer?

Is there a statue of a musician here?


	

	Granny:
	Yes, of course.

Austria is famous for its music.

Over there is the statue of

      WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART.


	

	Lisa pulls Granny and George by the hand

in the direction of the statue.


	

	Lisa:
	I love Mozart's music.

Can we please, please go

and look at his statue?


	

	Granny and George look in Lisa's eyes. 

How could they possibly say "No"?

The three of them move quickly to Mozart's statue.


	[image: image5.png]


      WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

	Lisa:
	What do you think, George?

Will Mozart talk to us?


	

	George:
	We've had so many surprises today!

I'm sure Mozart will talk too!!


	

	Granny:
	Wait and see!


	

	Mozart:
	(mumbling to himself)

Here come some children.

Thank goodness!

It's so lonely standing here all day.

Now I'll have somebody to talk to!

(to Granny, George and Lisa)

Here I am!

Over here!

Come and have a chat!


	murmelnd
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	Lisa:
	(impressed)

Good afternoon, Mr. Mozart!

I love your music!

Especially

     DIE KLEINE NACHTMUSIK 

                  and

        DIE ZAUBERFLÖTE.

Our teacher, Mrs. Curiosity,

played them for us at school.


	

	Mozart:
	Did Mrs. Curiosity tell you 

about my life as a composer?


	

	George:
	No, not yet.

Could you tell us about yourself?


	

	Granny:
	(laughing happily)

You can see Mr. Mozart that

my grandchildren love learning!


	

	Mozart:
	That's wonderful.

I liked learning new things too.

Especially things about music.

Let me tell you about my life.

I was born in

        SALZBURG IN 1756.

My father was proud of me and

he helped me with my music.

My father, my sister, Nannerl, and I

went on many concert tours.

I became very famous throughout Europe.

When I was only a little boy. I gave 

a concert in Schönbrunn for the

       EMPRESS MARIA THERESIA.

She was enthusiastic!

My life as an adult wasn't always easy.

I died a poor man. There was no money

for a magnificent grave.

I am buried somewhere in

      ST. MARX CEMETARY.

But no one knows exactly where my grave is!


	stolz

Erwachsener

Grab

         ST. MARXER FRIEDHOFiedhof

	George:
	That's sad.

Mr. Mozart, may I ask you a question?

If you had a second chance,

would you live differently?


	

	Mozart:
	(thinking)

I don't know.

I only know that I loved my life

and I did the best I could.


	

	Lisa:
	Your best was a gift to the world.

And the music you wrote

is played in concert halls 

around the globe.


	

	Granny:
	Thank you, Mr. Mozart.

And goodbye.

We must go now and visit

a very famous woman.

She will enjoy talking to you, Lisa and George.

She likes children.

She had 16 children herself!


	

	They say goodbye to talkative Mr. Mozart. 

Granny takes George and Lisa by the hand and

they fly to a spot between the

           NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

                       and the

             ART HISTORY MUSEUM

A woman is waiting for them there. It is the statue of

               EMPRESS MARIA THERESIA.


	redselig



	Granny:
	(bowing slightly)

May I introduce you to my grandchildren,

Lisa and George?


	sich leicht verbeugen

	Maria 

Theresia:
	How do you do?

It's my pleasure to meet you.
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Es ist mir ein Vergnügen 

      MARIA THERESIA: 1717 - 1780

	George &

Lisa:
	(politely)

How do you do?


	

	Granny:
	Empress, may we ask you a few questions?


	

	Maria 

Theresia:
	Of course!

I see that your grandchildren

are of school age. It is so important 

that children go to school. 

Did you know that about 250 years ago,

only children from rich families went to school?

Children from normal families couldn't learn

to read or write or do math.

That wasn't fair. So I changed it.

I introduced 

      SCHOOLING FOR ALL CHILDREN 

           IN THE YEAR 1774.

Did your schoolteacher tell you

about me?


	

	George:
	Yes, she told us many things about you.

School is different today.

We even have computers

to help us learn many new things!


	

	Lisa:
	(interrupts)

Did you rule the monarchy by yourself?

Or did other people help you?


	unterbricht

herrschen

	Maria

Theresia:
	Ruling the monarchy was a big job.

There are statues of four of my advisers
here too. Look!

My chancellor, GRAF KAUNITZ,

My doctor, GERHARD VON SWIETON,

GRAF HAUGWITZ and

PRINCE LIECHTENSTEIN.

You can also see figures representing
my four greatest qualities:

             STRENGTH,

              WISDOM,

             JUSTICE and

           TEMPERANCE.


	Berater

Kanzler

vertreten

Stärke

Weisheit

Gerechtigkeit

Maß

	George &

Lisa:
	(whispering to Granny)

She's a really impressive woman!


	beeindrückend

	Granny:
	Yes. I think so too.

That's why this monumental statue is here.

But now we must move on.


	

	After respectfully saying goodbye to Maria Theresia, 

they cross the Ring Street and go into

                    HEROES' SQUARE.

They stand gazing at a statue of a soldier 

sitting proudly on a horse.


	                 HELDENPLATZ

schauend

	Granny:
	This is a statue of 
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     PRINCE EUGENE OF SAVOY.

He lived a few years before

Empress Maria Theresia.

He was born in

              FRANCE.

He wanted to become a French soldier

but he wasn't tall enough. 

In Austria we weren't so picky.

So he came to us.

Thank goodness! 

From 1697 to 1718 he was a brilliant 

        AUSTRIAN GENERAL

        in the TURKISH WARS.

He also loved

                 ART
and he had

          BELVEDERE PALACE

built to house his art collections.

In 1704 he asked the emperor

to build a wall around the city

to protect the inner city and its suburbs.

Many years later this wall was torn down

and a street, the

               GÜRTEL

was built where the wall once stood.


	       PRINZ EUGEN VON SAVOYEN 

wählerisch

Kunst

schützen; Vororte

	Lisa:
	I understand!

Back then there were TWO walls!

One around the inner city and a second one 

around the inner city and the suburbs!

They were there to protect Vienna.

Later both walls were torn down and

replaced by the

        RING STREET 

             and the

            GÜRTEL!


	abgerissen

ersetzt

	George:
	Can we fly some more, Granny?

Fast! I want to fly really fast!!!


	

	They fly as fast as the wind and soon they are at the next

spot on the Ring Street.


	

	George &

Lisa:
	That was fun!

Where are we now?
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	             VOLKSGARTEN

	Granny:
	This is the

         VOLKSGARTEN.

It's name tells us what it is:

a park for the people of Vienna.

It goes from the 

       HEROES' SQUARE 

              to the

          BURGTHEATER

and it was begun in 1821.

Two years later it was open for the public.


	Öffentlichkeit

	George:
	Are there interesting things here too?


	

	Granny:
	Oh, yes!

Over there is the statue of 

       FRANZ GRILLPARZER.

He was a famous Austrian poet.

There's also a statue of

        EMPRESS ELISABETH 

       better known as SISSI

in this park. She was the wife of

        EMPEROR FRANZ JOSEF.


	Dichter

Ehefrau

	George:
	I never realized how many parks

there are in Vienna!


	

	Granny:
	That's right.

Look across the street.

You can see the

              TOWN HALL.

In front of it is another park, the

            TOWN HALL PARK.


	

	Lisa:
	Let's cross the street.

Can we play in the park, Granny?


	

	Granny:
	Of course.

We must watch out for the traffic.

Be careful!


	aufpassen; Verkehr

	They safely and carefully cross the street.

Granny sits down on one of the park benches to relax.

The children rush off to play and investigate the park

on their own. About an hour later, they return. They are
out of breath and excited about what they have seen!

Granny smiles and listens to their stories. 

Then she takes them by the hand and together they fly

back to Raab Square, where they began their exciting 

journey. It is getting dark and George and Lisa are getting

sleepy. Granny looks for a comfortable park bench. They

[image: image10.png]


land. 

George and Lisa are sleeping! 

Granny gives them a kiss on their foreheads. 


	wegeilen; untersuchen

alleine; sie sind außer Atem

Stirne

	Granny:
	Hello children!

I'm here.

We can start now.

I've got a lot of surprises for you!

Let's go!
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